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 A Look At

"The Sunny Side"
    				            Of Everything

LAST WEEK
FRIDAY 3 march 2017
It is not “fake news”!  “A Grand Affair” is coming to 
Gettysvue Polo, Golf and Country Club on Saturday 1 
April 2017 – and this is no April Fool’s joke!  Auction Co-
chairmen DAVID LaFRATTA and BRENDA STATON previewed 
the 11th Annual Dinner & Auction of your club.  The dinner 
features “stations” at which you may select from delicious 
fare including hand carved roast beef.  The “wine grab” is 
back.  Take your chance on a bottle of wine valued at $20-
$50 or more.  See page three for a selection of items that 
will be auctioned.  Get your tickets now!

THIS WEEK
FRIDAY 10 MARCH 2017
The Smoky Mountain Wild Fires late last year devastated 
portions of Sevier County, killed 14 and injuring nearly 200 
people.  Property losses have been calculated to be near 
a billion dollars.  Gale force winds made the wild fire that 
much worse, yet this may not have been as bad as it could 
have been.  Join us for lunch this Friday as we hear from 
University of Tennessee Professor of Geography HENRI 
GRISSINO-MAYER,  a man who says fires such as this one 
are to be expected.  

NEXT WEEK  
FRIDAY 17 MARCH 2017
Perhaps you have seen those advertisements about 
cruising rivers instead of oceans and seas.  Can you see 
yourself on the Rhine visiting historic places and cities of 
Europe?  Join us next Friday to hear first-hand accounts 
of such a cruise as DAVID LaFRATTA and KATHRYN 
McCULLOUGH share their recent European river cruise 
with us.  Invite a friend to share your Optimism.   
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PLAN AHEAD
FRIDAY 24 MARCH 2017
ORATORICAL CONTEST 
First conducted in 1928, the Oratorical Contest is the second 
most popular Optimist International Program. Nearly 2,000 
clubs participate in this program each year. The winners at 
the Club level receive medallions and Zone winners receive a 
plaque. Districts have the opportunity to provide two $2,500 
scholarships or a first place scholarship of $2,500 one for the 
girl winner and one for the boy winner.

Our Club Oratorical Contest Chairman ERIN FAVIER reports 
that there are three school contests.   Contest #1 - Home 
Schooler's from First Cumberland Presbyterian
Church homeschool was conducted Thursday 16 February 
4:30 p.m.:  Contest #2 - Webb School of Knoxville contest will 
be conducted Thursday 23 February at 3:45 p.m.: Contest #3 
- Sacred Heart Cathedral School is set for Thursday 9 March 
at 3:35 p.m.

Each year Optimist International announces the topic used 
throughout the organization.  This year it is: “What the World 
Gains from Optimism.”  The students’ first opportunity to 
present their own thoughts in a four to five minute speech 
comes with the school contest.  

Each preliminary contest will be judged by three volunteers 
from our club.  Each judge will receive a scoresheet prepared 
by Optimist International to assist them in making their 
decisions.  There is also a time keeper for each contest 
responsible for notifying the judges if a speaker should not 
meet the 4-5 minute requirement.  Contact ERIN at 414-1608 
to volunteer your services. 

You will see the results of these school contests when the 
winners join us for a nervous meal at The Foundry on Friday 
10 March 2017.  
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SATURDAY 1 APRIL 2017
“A Grand Affair” is coming to Knoxville on Saturday 1 April 2017 – and this is no April Fool’s 
joke!  Join your fellow Optimists for the 11th Annual Dinner & Auction of your club.  

FRIDAY 7 APRIL 2017
DOROTHY WEBER Y.E.S. Awards recognizing volunteers of the year from five local agencies 
making a difference in the lives of 
people in our community.  

FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2017 - NO 
MEETING – GOOD FRIDAY 

FRIDAY 21 APRIL 2017
JOHNNY MAUER Day.  A high school 
senior from each of the schools in the 
Knoxville Interscholastic League will 
join us for lunch at The Foundry.  They 
will be honored as JOHNNY MAUER 
Award recipients for the excellence in both 
academics and athletics.  BRUCE DUNCAN 
and BRITT BOWDEN serve as Co-chairmen 
for this annual recognition modeled after 
the Academic Athlete award Coach MAUER 
earned during his time as an undergraduate 
at the University of Illinois.  

PICS
FREE LUNCH?  Proving that there is no 
such thing as a “free lunch”, BUZZ invited 
LINDSEY BIER, a doctoral candidate in the College of 
Communication and Information, to join him for lunch.  
By dessert, she had “volunteered” to be a judge in our 
Oratorical Contest on the 24th of March!  

Awarded!! KATHRYN MCCULLOUGH read a letter 
from the President of Optimist International Jim 
Krondrasuk, congratualting DAN MEGEHEE on 
sponsoring 35 members into our club. He also 
received a special pin in recognition. 

OI foundation 2016-17

DIME A  DAY
BUZZ BUSWELL
DONNA BUSWELL
robert freeman
GWIN HARSHAW
ricky jackson
essie johnson
annie lalonde
FRANK LEITHOLD
john meade
dennis mcbride
Carolyn Monday
BETH O'BRIEN

sharon pound
SAVANNAH STATON
GLEN WEBER
david witherspon
JACQUELINE ZURAF

2016-17 CENTURY CIRCLE
RALPH ALEXANDER
BUZZ BUSWELL
DONNA BUSWELL
robert freeman
essie johnson
JOHN MAYS

dennis mcbride
GLEN WEBER

PRESIDENT'S CLUB
essie johnson
dennis mcbride

cHRISTIAN D. LARSON pARTNERS
110. BUZZ BUSWELL
142. PAUL H. HARBIN
167. DONNA J. BUSWELL
170. BOB LEONARD
197. ESSIE JOHNSON

291. DAVID C. HARTER
376. MIKE RAGSDALE
383. HARRY D. BRYAN
462. MELINDA BASLER
490. WILLIAM "Earl" White
506. Allen Collier
528. JONIDA ROBINSON
558. MARIE LEONARD
605. JOHN W. MONTGOMERY
628. ESTEL HAMILTON

ESSIE JOHNSON will serve as our Club Foundation Representative for the Optimist Year. Please support 
the Optimist International Foundation “Our Charity”.  For just a ‘dime-a-day’ ($36.50) you can join your 
fellow optimists listed below as Dime-A-Day Donors.  See ESSIE for details

SPONSOR A NEW OPTIMIST 2016-17
BRENDAN CLARKE sponsored by DAN McGEHEE
LAUREN DEVORE sponsored by DAVID HARTER

JACQUELINE ZURAF sponsored by BETH O'BRIEN
SARAH SCHULZE sponsored by ANNIE LALONDE

LANDON PYLE sponsored by DAN McGEHEE
ASHLEY BUTLER sponsored by KATHRYN MCCULLOUGH

BARBARA BOLTON-BUDLONG sponsored by KATHRYN MCCULLOUGH



   The 
          ptimist        	

   Creed
  

PROMISE YOURSELF . . .
TO 	 be so strong that 

nothing can disturb 
your peace of mind.

TO 	 talk health, happiness 
and prosperity to  every 
person you meet.

TO	 make all your friends 
feel that there is 
something in them.

TO 	 look at the sunny side 
of everything and make 
your optimism come 
true.

TO 	 think only of the best, 
to work only for the 
best and to expect only 
the best.

TO be just as enthusiastic 
about the success of 
others as you are about 
your own.

TO 	 forget the mistakes 
of the past and press 
on to the greater 
achievements of the 
future.

TO 	 wear a cheerful 
countenance at all 
times and give every 
living creature you 
meet a smile.

TO 	 give so much time to 
the improvement of 
yourself that you have 
no time to crit﻿icize 
others.

TO 	 be too large for worry, 
too noble for anger, too 
strong for fear, and too 
happy to permit the 
presence of trouble.  

Christian D. Larson

Optimist Mission 
Statement

By providing hope and 
positive vision,

Optimists bring out the best
in youth, our communities 

and ourselves.

Don't forget to buy your auction tickets
and invite a friend to enjoy the fun!

SOCIAL!  Social Chairman JOHN TEMPLE announced that 
our March social will be held Wednesday 22 March 2017 
at Pelancho's Mexican Restaurant, 1516Downtown West 
Boulevard, Knoxville, TN 37919. 

SERVICE!  JOHN KERRIGAN is looking for volunteers to help 
clean-up our community.  As part of Optimist International Week 
of Service we will join the community-wide South Knoxville 
Cleanup to be held on Saturday, March 25th from 9 am - 12 pm, 
followed by lunch. The event will kick off at Sam Duff Memorial 

Park. (Duff Park is located at 
4060 Chapman Highway, which 
you can access via the driveway 
to the left of the Krystal Burger. 
There is also additional street 
parking on Hedgeapple Lane.)  
Snacks and beverages will be 
available, as will the use of 
litter-pickers, gloves, garbage 
bags, and safety vests--for no 
cost to the participants. We will 
reconvene at Sam Duff Park from 
12 pm - 1 pm for lunch.  Sign up 
Friday at the back table.   

AUCTION  “A Grand Affair”, the 11th Annual 
Dinner & Auction of your club, is coming to 
Gettysvue Polo, Golf and Country Club on Saturday 
1 April 2017.  

Back by popular demand – Smokies Escape!  
The Gathering Place offers luxury and 
convenience.   This stunning four bedroom cabin 
is the perfect Gathering Place for your next 
retreat. Conveniently located within minutes 
of Dollywood, Splash Country and the Great 
Smoky Mountain National Park, The Gathering 
Place provides both luxury accommodations and 
spectacular views! The spacious living room has 
a seating area with sofa, love seat, electric fireplace and a 42" 
High definition Plasma TV with DVD player.  Donated by STEVE 
FOWLER.

Auction Co-chairmen DAVID LaFRATTA and BRENDA STATON 
previewed the 11th Annual Dinner & Auction of your club.

The State Flower of Tennessee is beautifully rendered in this 
stained glass work of art and it could be yours if you are the 
highest bidder at this year’s auction.

An Optimist International Foundation 
print is another of the many pieces 
of art available for bid.  There are 

lots of items in this year’s auction including these 
two Wilson Leather purses, an Office Examination 
and teeth whitening from MAC PREVOST at The 
Golden Rule Dental Center and several jewelry 
items.  Golf packages at Willow Creek and Avalon, 
Princess Dinner Cruise, Ripley’s Aquarium passes 
and tickets to Talladega (including Pit Passes) are 
just a few of the many items awaiting your bid  
Saturday 1 April 2017 at “A Grand Affair”, the 11th 
Annual Dinner & Auction of your club,.

https://grandaffair.eventbrite.com


